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MID WEEK SERVICE 2 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
Prayer of Gathering 
 
Father God 
 
We give thanks for all that comes from you. 
 
The life that pulsates within us  

 breath and heartbeat,  

 joy and sorrow, dance and stillness.  
 
We give thanks for the life  

 that ebbs and flows between us  

 loving, understanding, creating,  

 embracing and letting go.  
 
We give thanks for the web of life that surrounds and sustains us  

 feeding, protecting, teaching, inspiring mutual care.  
 
We give thanks for the source of all life,  

 this living created universe,  

 of which our lives are an expression. 
 
We give thanks for that love shown to us in Jesus 
 
Let us continue in prayer as we sing of that new commandment 
 
<Song New Commandment> 
 
Hallmarks of Unity 
 
Read Sunday’s gospel reading  Romans 12:9-21 
 
This was the reflection of Sunday 

 I was sort of trying the precise the message 

 but I think it is coming out more as the headline statements 
 

 Discerning true Christian unity 

 Being united in our personal interaction with each other over the long 
haul 

 The unity of the Good news being about life style, selflessness and 
devotion to God. 
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 Unity is integral to the Gospel and the whole of Jesus’ teaching 

 And we have God’s Grace to enable us to live that Good news. 
 
And headline thoughts to take away 

 Grace is bigger than the gift of unmerited favour 

 Grace is the gift of God doing in us what we cannot do for ourselves 
 
It’s all come back to you now! 
 
When I last led this mid week service 

I took thoughts from Paul’s instructions to Thessalonians 
1 The 5:12 onwards 

 
I had some slides – and I have repeated them today 
 
And having forgotten my corrected notes last time  
I though afterwards perhaps I should have explained the slides 
 
So that is what I am going to do today 

 because what the slides have done is to take words of wisdom from Paul 
to the Thessalonians 

 which connect with unity 

 which shouldn’t be a surprise really because unity is integral to the 
gospel 

 
So let us have a look. 
 
Sorry if you tire of Australia but they are all taken down under. 
 
 
 
LIVE IN PEACE WITH EACH OTHER 

 Galahs – park in Port Elliot South 
Australia overlooking the sea 

 flock 

 lot of noise 

 bit crazy 

 but to me they seem in unity 

 a sort of very noisy peace. 
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ENCOURAGE THE TIMID  from noisy to quiet 

 although red head and yellow doesn’t say 
much for taste in dress code 

 Brush Turkey from Queensland 

 tail sort of vertical brush 

 Male backward kicks sticks and vegetation 
to make a heap of rubbish. 

 Female comes along lays some eggs in the 
heap and then moves off 

 Leaves male to control the incubation  temperature  

 Very timid but somehow the male and female are encouraged into a sort 
of remote unity 

 
WARN THE IDLE  

 Pennyweight cemetery, Forest Creek Victoria 

 Gold mining country or at least it was 
in the 1850. 

 there is sense that it is wrong to 
attach the word idle those buried 
here 

 People could die alone and unknown 
in the gold rush 

 including children 

 and here they were buried 

 those for whom unity had been lost. 
 
HELP THE WEAK 

 these are fruit bats  

 noisy and smelly 

 hanging in trees in the Adelaide 
botanic gardens 

 full of life 

 in unity if you happen to like the 
noise and smell of bats. 

 but in the last Australian summer – 
that is last December/January 

 time of bush fires 

 but also a time of high temperatures 

 to the extent that thousands of these bats fell out of the trees 

 and died of heat exhaustion. 
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BE PATIENT WITH EVERYONE  

 these are pelicans going to roust on a 
drain pipe perch on Lake Albert 

 Lake Albert connects to the Murray River 
just before it reaches the sea 

 a lost of fiddling goes on before the 
pelicans finally settle in unity for the 
night 

 probably goes on all night 

 but the pelican always seems to have a smile 
 
BE KIND TO EACH OTHER  

 breeding colony of Gannets at Cape 
Kidnappers NZ North Island 

 focus in on how the parent cares for the 
youngsters 

 amid what ever is going on around there is 
unity in the immediate family 

 
But then look wider 
BE KIND TO EVERYONE  

 Unity is not just with the closest 

 but with the wider family 

 yes there will be squabbles 

 but strive to be united with everyone 

 that is the only way this colony could survive 
 
BE JOYFUL ALWAYS 

 a crocodile farm  

 70 male crocs in the lake at Broome 

 they were well fed and at least they look to have 
a smile 

 there has to be unity otherwise they would not 
have survived the dinosaurs  

 
PRAY AT ALL TIMES  

 black cockatoos   

 looking out over the seas to Kangaroo 
Island 

 an island in South Australia that within the 
year would be devastated by the bush fires 

 pray to the future because unity will be 
tested. 
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING   

 yellow necked penguin 

 in contemplative mode 

 unity within – perhaps 
 
 
 
 
BE THANKFUL IN ALL 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

 beach art as a unity of stuff 
natural 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLD TO THE GOOD – hope for the 
future 

 back to Forest Creek and the 
gold fields   

 this was once a place of 
disunity 

 fighting, drunkenness, 
murder 

 but now peace and unity 
triumph 

 
With Unity comes Hope  
 
Summary 

 These images were all captured prior to the COVID 19 pandemic 

 in one sense they are all in the past 

 but in another sense they are all crying out to the future 

 because surely it is only in unity that we will find that hope  

 that we can know the transforming power of God  
 
This pandemic has exposed the myth of self-sufficiency and the need for unity 
in God. 
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Let us pray 
 
Father God  

 with us in difficult days,  

 in times like these.  

 with us every day…  
 
We seek for  

 clarity of thoughts,  

 strength in our work and discernment,  

 rest as we sleep,  

 peace in our hearts.  
 
In gratitude,  

 we honour the gifts of life and love  

 shared with us by friends and carers,  

 families and the creatures who share our world.  
 
May thankfulness mark our meditations,  

 enliven our spirits  

 and reorient us to  

 our life’s vocation 

 finding your Spirit.  
 
For the broken-hearted,  

 for the lost and lonely,  

 may Sacred company  

 come in words of kindness  

 and acts of care.  
 
May we see where and for whom  

 our gifts, our lives, our actions,  

 might be the answer to someone’s prayer.  
 
In silence, let us pray for the earth and its people, for particular people, places 
and situations known to us, where comfort, justice and healing are needed. 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
 <SONG Let there be love> 


