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December 2020 - Newsletter No. 793 

WORSHIP SERVICES AT GREAT MEETING, HADLEIGH URC 
Following restrictions in response to fighting the spread of the 

COVID-19 it is currently unclear (24 Nov) if we will be worshiping 
online or in our buildings during December.  The planned dates 

follow and if we are able to worship in our buildings then an 
additional Sunday service will be held in the Ansell Centre at 11 am, 
with the 10 am service streamed online.  CDs and paper copies are 

still available. 
For further details and to check for changes go the web site 

www.hadleighurc.org.uk or if not online call an elder. 
Sunday Dec 6 at 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday Dec 13 at 10am – Led by Michael Tillett with communion 
Thurs Dec 17th at 2pm - Afternoon Carols 

Sunday Dec 20 at 10 am – Lessons and Carols 
Sunday Dec 20 at 5pm – Family Carol Service 

December 25 at 10 am – Christmas Day Celebration 
Sunday Dec 27 at 10 am – Led by Nigel Crisp 

Also Private Prayer – Fridays 12 -1pm 

 
 

  

Please could you let me have all items for the 
January 2021 Newsletter before  

Saturday 19 December 
Email to  nigel_crisp@hotmail.com 

or post to 85 Angel Street, Hadleigh, IP7 5EY. 
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From the Minister 
 
What are you hoping for this Christmas?  
 
Many of us are hoping that we’ll get to see family. Some of 
us are hoping for a new item of clothing (but not socks, 
again). Some of us are hoping for the new PS5 (ask the 
younger ones if you’re not sure). Others of us might just be 
hoping that we’ll be well enough to celebrate Christmas. A few of us might 
be hoping for a White Christmas? And we’re all hoping that it won’t be long 
before the Covid-19 vaccine is widely available. 
 
These different examples of ‘hope’ reflect how the word carries with it a 
wide range of feeling and certainty. The hope of seeing family takes a serious 
knock if their area goes into ‘Tier 3’. Whereas, if the kids spy a delivery 
notification about a PS5, their hopes become substantially more certain! And 
a White Christmas? In this part of the country it’s definitely more in line with 
the song – a dream rather than a hope. 
 
One definition of hope describes it as “an optimistic state of mind that is 
based on an expectation of positive outcomes with respect to events and 
circumstances in one's life or the world at large” 
 
It is the level of expectation – and the grounds for it – which means that 
when we hope for something it can be just a wish, a kind of blind optimism, 
like a snowy Christmas Day, or it can be a well-reasoned expectation, based 
on evidence and experience, something a great deal more solid. 
 
The hope we celebrate at advent and Christmas is a solid hope. During the 
period of advent, we will hear words from the prophet Isaiah – words of 
hope. God speaks of coming to bring forgiveness and restoration, liberation 
and guidance. These words were not wishful thinking. The people of God 
worshipped YHWH – a God who had liberated them from captivity, a God 
who had guided them through the wilderness, a God who had made a way 
for them to be forgiven and restored. Their hope was well founded. 
 
And we’ll be seeing how those prophecies are even more solid for us. For, as 
we read the New Testament, we find that those hopes were fulfilled in the 
birth of the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, born in Bethlehem, the town of King 
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David. God arrived. God came, bringing forgiveness and restoration, 
liberation and guidance.  
 
As the first disciples reflected on their encounter with Jesus, they said that 
because of him “we are even more confident of the message proclaimed by 
the prophets” (2 Peter 1:19). They witnessed him forgive a renowned sex 
worker. They saw him restore ‘unclean’ lepers and ‘filthy’ tax collectors. They 
watched him liberate a ‘crazy’ man oppressed by evil. They experienced him 
guiding them back into the heart of God. Their hope was well founded.  
 
This year our world has been in desperate need of hope. And at the moment 
we are rightly excited about finding a Covid-19 vaccine; we give thanks for 
the progress made and look forward to the good it will bring. And yet we 
know all too well that physical health is not the totality of life. We can be 
physically well and feel dead inside. And regardless of all our medical 
advances, we know our bodies will one day die. 
 
Our hope is not in science or modern medicine. Our hope is in the God who 
gives us knowledge and skill, the One who wants to make us whole, the One 
who wants to forgive, restore, liberate and guide us – in this life and in the 
age to come.  
 

“Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears 
and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and 
consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of 
every longing heart.” 
 

I hope (!) and pray that this advent and Christmas will be time when you can 
focus on the solid hope that Jesus brings. May you have a very happy 
Christmas and know God’s peace and blessing as we enter the new year. 
Grace and peace, 

Bryn 
 

PRAYING THE STREETS 
This month we will be remembering those in the following streets:  
Week beginning : 

6 Dec Sherman Road, Lister Road. 
13 Dec Station Road, Station Yard.. 
20/27 Dec The Villages that surround Hadleigh 
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News & Notices 
From gathering information from our young 
people, it was fed back to us that personal 
hygiene products such as deodorant and 
toothpaste, as well as feminine hygiene 

products, are so expensive at times, that it is 
hard to have access to them when they 

need them. 
 

We here at Porch Project CANNOT accept this and we will now be stocking a range of 
products so if young people really need them, they have them, free of charge. 

From toothpaste and shampoo, to shower gels and hair bands, tampons and sanitary 
towels, they will have free access to our supplies to address their needs. 

 
We are looking for donations from you, our local community, to ensure that we can 
continue providing this vital service. Thank you in advance for supporting those who 

need this service. We are so grateful. 
 
Items needed are: 

 Toothpaste 
 Toothbrushes 
 Shampoo 
 Conditioner 
 Roll on deodorant 
 Hairbrushes 
 Hair ties 
 Bars of soap 
 Cotton wool pads 
 Tampons 
 Sanitary towels 
 Knickers 
 Mouthwash and much more…. 

 
Please note – we will not be collecting razors or aerosols of any kind.  
 
If you would like more information about this scheme, please contact Kayleigh Diss 
on kayleigh.diss@porchproject.co.uk - 07535254031 
 

To support this scheme, there is now a receptacle in the church 
marked 'porch project', which will be emptied on a regular basis. 
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AN IDEA FOR WORSHIP IN YOUR HOME 
 
If you don’t have internet why not this free phone 
telephone number for worship.  It costs nothing to 

listen. 
 
 
LEST WE FORGET - 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tradition had to be broken this 
year but the vow of remembrance 
remained, with the poppy net and 
the 11 o’clock act in the High 
Street. 
 
 

THE HADLEIGH OPEN THE BOOK YouTube channel 
 
The videos for schools now have 
an open availability; just search 
on You Tube ‘OTB Hadleigh’.  
The team were particularly 
pleased that in the Christmas 
edition (recorded before 
lockdown) our good friend 
Philip Mann makes a guest appearance.   
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‘IN THE FOURTH QUARTER’ 
By Bryn 
 
I thought I would give you a brief update on what I’ve been up to in “the 
25%”. As most of you know, when I reduced to a 75% stipend a little over 18 
months ago, I launched out as a freelance graphic designer, offering work on 
branding, logos and publicity of all kinds (flyers, invitations, posters). My 
‘design day’ is usually on Tuesdays. 
 
It’s been a very gradual start; it’s not easy 
to break into a field where there are many 
established companies and individuals 
offering the same services! However, I have 
been building up a portfolio of work, 
including work I was asked to do on logos – 
for example, locally for a start-up business 
and nationally for GEAR (the Group for 
Evangelism And Renewal in the URC). 
GEAR were looking to update their 
previous logo but make it more modern 
and easier to use across digital platforms. 
 
With this and other work I have been 
building a website to showcase it, which 
you can see at: www.brdesign.online  
 
In recent months, I’ve been focusing on 
formatting and illustrating a series of 
booklets, which we (The Rickards 
Collective!) have just had self-published. 
The idea for the book came from Lilly's childhood: at school in Armenia 
friends would pass around an empty notebook and fill out questions for each 
other. We developed that concept into a booklet that contains questions to 
answer, borders to colour in and pictures to design, with space for 12 friends 
to each fill in a section. 
 
The primary target audience for the booklet are girls in the upper half of 
primary school, but it's certainly not restricted to that demographic. We’d be 
really grateful if you can spread the word about this activity book – word of 
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mouth, email, social media – to any who you think might be interested. 
Getting published is one thing but finding customers is another! 
 
Locally, it can be purchased from Avis Newsagents. It’s also available on 
Amazon – search for #FRIENDZONEbooklet – and the three books in the 
series should come up: Friendzone, Friendzone2 and Friendzone Holiday. 
There’s also a Facebook page for news and sharing ideas and inspiration: 
Friendzone-Sharezone. 
 
And what will 2021 hold? Who knows! But if you come across anyone who’s 
looking for a fresh logo or eye-catching publicity, please do point them in my 
direction! My design email is: bryn.rickards.design@gmail.com 
 

 
WORSHIP ON 27 DECEMBER 

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE CONGREGATION 
 

As is usual worship on the Sunday after Christmas Day is open for extra 
contributions from the congregation.  Guessing, I suspect this will be online.  
If you would like to share can I ask that you let me have written contribution 
as soon as possible and certainly before Christmas and then I will work out 

how we record/present.  Thank You.  Nigel 
 

 
 
 
  

SHARING TOGETHER 

How about contributing to the pages of your Newsletter with: 
         prayers and thoughts,  
                            photographs (an image is worth a thousand words), 
                                        highlights of living through this pandemic, 
                                                          or just something that is on your heart. 
 
We would love to hear.  Please send your sharings for the January 
Newsletter  to the editor (nigel_crisp@hotmail.com) or drop it through the 
door at ‘85’. 
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BLYTHSWOOD CHRISTMAS SHOE BOX APPEAL 
 
The filled shoeboxes, 314 of them, blessed on Sunday 1st 
November from HURC and from Francesca and her team 
in Sudbury, were collected, with perfect timing on 
Tuesday 3rd November - before the 2nd lockdown began on Thursday 5th 
November.  Thirty bags of knitted items travelled alongside the boxes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
People have been so generous with gifts and the use of their time this year.  
Thank you also too for donations towards transport.  With a good proportion 
remaining of our church’s coffee morning funds, the total came to a fantastic 
amount of £401.  What a brilliant result during this demanding year.  Thank 
you all so much. 
 
When we know where the boxes have travelled to, we will let you know. 
Wherever that may be, they will be a blessing and will be very gratefully 
welcomed by those who receive them. 
 
“Your plenty will supply what they need.”   2 Corinthians 8:14b 
 
Best wishes,  Doreen & Hilary 
  

Gary from Blythswood loading his van in 
the Market Place.  Gary has in the past 

taken the lorries across to eastern Europe. Our Shoebox Mountain 
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Update from Bangladesh – Working from home for Rohingya refugees 
Living through displacement is difficult enough but adding a global pandemic 
makes things even harder. In Cox’s Bazaar, Christian Aid partners have been 
preparing for Covid 19 in the refugee camps to support the Rohingya 
population through this difficult time. With such close living conditions 
hygiene is especially important.  Christian Aid partners have been 
strengthening the hygiene stations, adding more hand washing facilities, 
training people in how to protect themselves and training health workers and 
volunteers in the community.  
 
One of the big concerns is an economic one. Social distancing measures have 
meant that many people have lost their income. Christian Aid partner DSK 
has been providing training to Rohingya women in handicraft work making 
cushion covers, home decorations and mosquito net covers.   Due to Covid 
19, there is now a rota which allows five women per day to attend the 
training centre while others work from home. The trainers have been 
provided with protective equipment to allow them to visit workers at home 
safely and bring materials and collect finished products. Many trainees have 
seen an increase in their productivity as they work from home because it 
allows them to balance work and home duties.  
 
Thank you for your support through Commitment for Life, which has helped 
refugees earn a living through the pandemic.  
 

Prayer for Bangladesh by David Jonathan 
God, we thank you for the rich tapestry of art, poetry and the cultural 
heritage of Bangladesh. We thank you that despite being the eighth most 
densely populated country, Bangladesh is assisting Rohingya refugees and 
helping them during the life-confining Covid-19 pandemic. We pray for 
Bangladesh’s poverty and environmental crisis, including groundwater metal 
contamination and increased salinity due to human and industrial greed for 
profit. Help us to act responsibly, Lord. Help us to live simply so that others in 
countries like Bangladesh can simply live.     Amen 
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Thoughts and Prayers 
 
REMEMBERING PHYLLIS 
 
A loyal and devoted friend of Jesus.  
We shared the role of Church 
Secretary for many years; Phyllis 
exercising her people and pastoral 
skills.  She was a member at Great 
Meeting for over forty years, much of 
that time as an elder.  Phyllis was 
involved in most things, she went to 
Israel with a church group in the early 
nineties and I remember her 
particularly when some of us had 
weekends away at the GEAR 
conferences at Swanwick.  Phyllis 
helped at the HURC holiday clubs and 
over many years she was the loyal 
‘grandma’ at the Toddler Group that met on a Thursday morning.  Her smile 
was engaging.  Rest in the arms of the Lord.                                          Nigel 
 
THE CRISIS IN ARMENIA 
Given the serious fighting that has been taking place in Armenia and the 
absence of any real reporting in the UK media, Lily and Bryn have been 
asked to help us understand the situation in that country. 
 
ARMENIA & NAGORNO-KARABAGH (ARTSAKH) 
Lilly and I would like to thank those of you who have inquired about the 
situation in Armenia and Nagorno-Karabagh (also known as Artsakh in 
Armenia) over recent weeks. Thank you for your concern and for your 
prayers. Family and friends of ours are safe, for which we give thanks. And 
yet we ache for all the hundreds of families who have lost young men in this 
latest war. 
 
The conflict hasn’t featured prominently in the news over here and, where it 
has, we regret that media outlets have mostly failed to fairly represent the 
conflict. For example, from the very start it was depicted as a skirmish that 
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‘erupted’ into war when it was in fact a carefully planned military assault by 
Azerbaijan, backed by Turkey. And, throughout the war, we were frustrated 
and pained by the media’s ‘politically correct’ equivalence of the two sides. 
 
You can probably appreciate that it is very difficult to convey all the 
background and issues that this conflict represents. We are very glad that the 
peace deal that was signed recently has brought an end to the fighting – we 
hope and pray that it remains that way. And, yet, this ‘peace deal’ was a 
massive loss for Armenia. 
 
Without wanting to get unduly political, we offer you some words from a 
conflict analyst, Thoreau Redcrow, which help to get a sense of what the 
wider implications of the peace deal are: 
 

Another day and another outrageous outcome from illegal Turkish military 
aggression, this time against the Republic of Artsakh.  As a conflict analyst, I 
am amazed at the ways that Turkey can continually carry out international 
war crimes and not face any consequences. 
 
▪ In this latest scandalous act of aggression, Armenia was abandoned by the 
rest of the world, and compelled to sign a so-called ‘peace deal’ with 
Turkey’s puppet state Azerbaijan (it’s actually more of an occupation 
agreement), which effectively gives them ¾ of Artsakh’s territory. 
 
▪ But what this agreement also does is embolden Turkey’s dictator Erdoğan 
for flying in Syrian jihadist mercenaries to behead captured Artsakhi 
soldiers, and reward Azerbaijan’s dictator Aliyev for employing waves of 
Turkish killer drones to rain down death on everything that moved. 
 
▪ Azerbaijan, the side that: used white phosphorus bombs on civilians hiding 
in the forests, dropped cluster bombs on residential areas, burned down 
villages (Aknaghbyur), shelled the maternity wards of hospitals, attacked 
historic cathedrals with hiding women and children inside (Ghazanchetsots), 
and decapitated war prisoners before calling their families to taunt them 
about it; is despicably allowed to ‘win’ new territory as a result. 
 
▪ Of course, as many Kurds will recognize, all of these atrocities are exactly 
the kind of actions that Turkey has carried out in Rojava (northern Syria) in 
the last few years with their ISIS proxies, following their invasions and 
occupations of cities like Afrin. 
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▪ And what it shows a tyrant like Erdoğan is that there will be no penalties 
for such actions. Just as he has been allowed to bomb and build bases in 
Southern Kurdistan (northern Iraq), threaten to steal Greek islands in the 
Aegean Sea, flood Libya with terrorists to prop up his chosen warlord, 
destabilize Egypt with his Muslim Brotherhood militias, threaten France 
with more church beheadings over cartoons, and expand on Turkey’s 
occupation of northern Cyprus that goes all the way back to 1974. 
 
▪ Now, as a result of this latest barbarism, Turkey is rewarded with the 
ability to drive directly from their capital city of Ankara to Azerbaijan’s 
capital of Baku, as Armenia had to agree to give future permanent road 
access to these enemies through their own country in order to halt the 
invasion. 
 
▪ But, like with Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan, militaristic fascism always 
expands exponentially until it is stopped, and Erdoğan views himself as a 
neo-Ottoman Sultan who is justified in attacking wherever he chooses, in 
order to reclaim the former Empire’s glory. And infuriatingly, it appears that 
Artsakh is the latest victim in his long line of cruel conquest. 
 
A tiny heroic mountain enclave with three millennia of Armenian roots 
reaching into the ground has been uprooted and torn away as the world 
barely notices. 
 

So, please do continue to hold this area and these peoples in your prayers. 
Pray, especially, for Armenia, where the political situation is now tense – with 
many viewing this peace deal as an act of treachery by the President. 
 
 
Colin Wright 
 
Sadly our good friend Colin Wright passed away suddenly on 29 October.  
Colin was an organist and as clerk to the Charities of John Ansell played an 
important role in the witness and the upkeep of the properties at Monks 
Eleigh and Whatfield.  His funeral was at Great Meeting on 21 November led 
by Pastor Martin Cook from Sudbury.  The service included 
a recording of Colin singing: 
 

If I can help somebody, as I pass along, 
If I can cheer somebody, with a word or a song, 

If I can help somebody from doing wrong, 
Then my living shall not be in vain.  
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From the Archives 
 

A FAMILIAR FIGURE! 
If you attended Great Meeting ninety years 
ago, or even if you just lived in the town, Mr 
Edwin Ringer would have been a familiar 
figure.  Here he is on one of his annual 
Christmas cards that he would send out to 
people he knew.  Expressing words of 
wisdom to folks living through what became 
the inter-war years.  Mr Ringer came to 
Hadleigh in 1888 as headmaster of the 
British School (now the Ansell Centre).  He 
was a member, deacon and choir master of 
the Congregational Church over many years.  
When in 1904 the newly built Council School 
(now the Community School) in Station Road 
opened and the British School closed, Mr 
Ringer became the first headmaster.  He was 
a well-liked and well-respected gentleman; so my mother told me!  As 
perhaps the photograph tells he engaged with the technology of 
photography.  In his school he encouraged the taking of photographs and not 
just the standard formal groups, but images of the children at work and play.  
In the Hadleigh Historian magazine this December an article shows the 
Hadleigh Council School in informal snap shots taken during Mr Ringer’s 
time.  A number of the children are identified some who attended the 
Congregational Sunday School.  The article 
includes an image of the infant class of 1926 – 
of the would-be centenarians of this year 
2020. 
 
The Hadleigh Historian is available at Avis’, the 
Idler or Hollows Trees; if you have any 
difficulties getting a copy let me know and I 
will arrange delivery. 
 
Quiz Question:  Look closely at the image of Mr Ringer.  Where is the 
photograph taken?                                                                               Nigel 
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Reports 
 
Report:   Elders’ ZOOM Meeting on Monday 2 November 2020 
 
Bryn led our opening devotions from Psalm 46 and we prayed for the world, our 
Church and the meeting.  
 
Bryn had met with members of the Porch Project and there is now a bin in the 
Church near the bookcases where we can donate hygiene products to be used by 
those who are in need and attend the Porch Project. A list of items they need will be 
posted in the December newsletter.  
 
Phil Wells had asked if we would be a host again for an appeal for the refugees again. 
This was agreed. (Due to the national lockdown this has not happened.) 
 
The messy Church held in October had been successful with three new children 
coming with Karen and another family attending who had only been once before as 
well as those who attend regularly. There had been very positive feedback.There will 
be no Messy Church in November due to the national lockdown but a similar Messy 
Church will be held in December, restrictions permitting. 
 
Sunday worship will revert back to online worship, paper copies and CDs from 
November 8th. Midweek worship will not be happening but Ric agreed to open the 
Church for private, individual prayer on a Friday from noon until 1:00pm. On a 
Wednesday morning at 10:30 the leader of the service on the rota would pray for 
those on the list in the blue folder. Others are encouraged to join in with this prayer 
time as well.  
 
We discussed the Christmas programme – Advent begins on 29th November,        20th 
December there will be the usual service at 10:00 am and a Carol Service at 5pm. On 
Christmas Day there will be all age worship at 10:00 and the service on  27th 
December will be coordinated by Nigel.   
 
All these services at the Church are subject to change due to restrictions, the safety 
and well being of our Church family.  
 
FIND are collecting vouchers and family sized boxes of biscuits and sweets this year.  
 
The Revd Mike Birt has been licensed for the Monks Eleigh benefice. Bryn is looking 
forward to working with him in Monks Eleigh. 

    Claire 
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News from the South Suffolk Area Partnership (SSAP) 
 
This was a meeting via Zoom. Each Church had been asked to submit a report on the 
challenges and blessings since our last Zoom meeting in July. Every Church was 
finding ways to reach out to their congregation and it was agreed it would be good to 
share expertise across the partnership. The website for the partnership is 
www.urcsouthsuffolkap.org.uk and is well worth visiting.  
 
Rev Elaine Colechin who is based in the Bury St Edmunds area of Suffolk has five 
Churches. She has had a calling to a pastorate in London and will be moving there in 
March 2021. At present the Ipswich group of 5 churches has Rev David Rees as their 
minister.  He is being supported by Rev Ernie Bossé and there is a final year student 
Adam Woodhouse from Westminster College in Cambridge who is doing his 
placement there. Castle Hill Church are having major works to their roof and we 
were shown a photo of the scaffolding. It is an amazing sight. 
 
It was an interesting meeting but I must admit I still feel like the ‘newby’ and I didn’t 
contribute. Hopefully I will soon be able to get to know the others in the group. 
    Claire 
 
AS WAS MENTIONED LAST MONTH 
 
Synod Moderator Paul Whittle is – somewhat 
unexpectedly - to leave his post at the end of 2020 in 
order to take up a three year appointment as Moderator 
of the National Synod of Scotland. Paul says – “This has 
come as a great surprise to me, as it may to you. I was 
fully expecting to remain as the Moderator of the 
Eastern Synod until retirement. However, I was asked to 
consider this short term role in Scotland and, after 
prayerful consideration,  I felt a strong sense of call.”  
Paul adds: “I have loved being the Moderator of the 
Eastern Synod and will be extremely sorry to leave 
earlier than planned.  Of course, it has had its ups and downs but there have been far 
more good things than difficult ones.  I will miss you all, but feel, despite the 
challenges of Covid 19, that I leave the Synod in a good place.  God’s blessings on you 
and on all you’re doing.”  Though not a Scot, having been born in Nottingham, Paul 
spent most of his formative years in Scotland.  Paul went to school in Greenock and 
Paisley, the University of Glasgow, and the Scottish Congregational College, then in 
Edinburgh, before being ordained in Beith in North Ayrshire.  Paul celebrated the 
40th anniversary of his ordination, to the day, at the Synod Meeting in March 2019. 
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Financial Report – October 2020 
 (Given the Serious Impact Covid-19 is having on the church’s finances 

the Treasurer’s report is included here in full.  Please read and 
consider.) 

There was an operational deficit of £2,293 during October. Income from offerings 
was £1,556. Bookings of the Church and Ansell Centre over the last couple of months 
has brought in £1,157 but obviously income from bookings is likely to be very low 
again from November. Larger expenditures this month included our annual payment 
for services from Mid Suffolk Accountancy and income tax payments to HMRC. We 
have also made a number of purchases on COVID related items, such as cleaning 
supplies, PPE and hand gel dispensers. Jan is applying for a grant from Babergh to 
cover a lot of these costs. 
 
You may recall that last year’s church meeting agreed the sum of £36,144 for the 
Mission and Ministry contributions in 2020, an amount of £3,012 per month. The 
minister’s car allowance is also paid via the M&M mechanism (but is not part of it). 
The 2021 contributions will be discussed at the December church meeting. 
 
Please do contact me if you are able to Gift Aid any donation you make to the 
church. This allows us to claim an extra 25p from HRMC for every £1 donated to the 
church. 

Summary 

 Last Month Present Month Notes 
Income £5,674 £2,717  
Expenditure £5,102 £5,010  
Cash flow £572 (£2,293)   

Budget-Lines     Operations 

 Last Month Present Month Notes 
Income £5,646 £1,560  
Expenditure £4,834 £4,657  
Cash flow £812 (£3,097)  
Balance of Fund after Net 
Flow and Transfers 

£1,974 £877 £2,000 transferred from 
AC budget 

 

 Last Period Present Month In/Out Notes 
Offerings £2,487 £1,556 In  
Misc Receipts £284 £3 In  
Rent £2,875 £ - In School House Rent 
Caretaking and 
Cleaning 

£320 £ - Out Mainly hand gel 
dispensers for the 
church and AC 
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Heating and 
Lighting 

£8 £20 Out Most of our heating 
bills are paid 
quarterly. Mervyn 
maintains a vigilant 
eye on both gas and 
electricity 

Salaries £390 £420 Out  

Council Tax and 
Water Rates 

£356 £356 Out  

Misc Payments £77 £602 Out Including bookkeeping 
fees £15 per month, 
annual accountancy 
fees, piano tuning 

Pulpit Supply £35 £35 Out  
Communications £529 £104 Out  
M & M £3,120 £3,120 Out  
Cash flow £812 (£3,097)   

Reserve 

 Last Period Present Period Notes 
Income £ - £ -  
Expenditure £ - £ -  
Cash flow £ - £ -  
Balance of Fund after Net Flow and Transfers £25,345 £25,345  

Training & Learning   

 Last Period Present Period Notes 
Income £ - £ -  
Expenditure £ - £ -  
Cash-flow £ - £ -  
Balance of Fund after Net Flow and 
Transfers 

£1,515 £1,515 
 

 

Ansell Centre 

 Last Period Present Period Notes 
Income £28 £1,157 Lettings 
Expenditure £208 £233 Salaries and heating & 

lighting 
Cash-flow (£180) £924  
Balance of Fund after Net 
Flow and Transfers 

£1,565 
 

£488 £2,000 transferred to 
Operations budget 

Buildings 

 Last Period Present Period Notes 
Income £ - £ -  
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Expenditure £ - £ -  

Cash-Flow £ - £ -  
Balance of Fund after Net 
Flow and Transfers 

£3,698 £3,698  

 

Fabric 

 Last Period Present Period Notes 
Income £ - £ -  
Expenditure £60 £120 Various minor repairs and 

servicing 
Cash-flow (£60) (£120)  
Balance of Fund after Net 
Flow and Transfers 

£1,347 £1,227  

Summary of Accounts 

Ansell Centre £488 
Buildings  £3,698 
Fabric £1,227 
Operations £877 
Reserve £25,345 
Training & Learning £1,515 
 £33,150 

Summary of Funds 

Fund In Out Cash Flow 
General £2,717 £5,010 (£2,293) 
Designated £ - £ - £ - 
Restricted £ - £ - £ - 
Balance £2,717 £5,010 (£2,293) 
Opening Balance   £35,444 
Closing Balance   £33,150 
General Opening 
Balance 

  £20,444 

General Closing 
Balance 

  £18,150 

Designated Opening 
Balance 

  £15,000 

Designated Closing 
Balance 

  £15,000 

Restricted Opening 
Balance 

  £0 

Restricted Closing 
Balance 

  £0 

Opening Total   £35,444 
Closing Total   £33,150 
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Summary of Bank at the Month-End (Barclays) 

Current a/c (Community Account) £13,437 
Savings (Business 10 Day Notice) £19,713 
Total £33,150 

 

Movement of Cash between Budgets 

AC to Operations £2,000 

 Budgets 

These have been established to bring clarity to our accounting. Certain monies are ‘restricted’ 
to the purpose for which the funding was intended. For example, some of our buildings works 
have been funded by grant-givers. I must ensure that those monies are employed for that 
purpose.  

 AC - Ansell Centre running costs 
  Buildings - capital works 
  Fabric - repairs and maintenance to our properties 
 Operations (formerly General) - heating & lighting, maintenance of the ministry, 

worship costs etc. 
 Reserve - to provide emergency support to any other budget that may require it and 

which would be repaid once the emergency had passed 
 Training and Learning - activities such as Junior Church, minister's training (Spring 

School etc.), elders training etc. 

Funds 

Funds may be employed on any of the above budgets. For example, the operations budget 
might contain general, designated and restricted funds. 

 General - may be employed as required without restriction. 
 Designated - may also be employed as required but may sometimes require the 

authorisation of the Elders. 
 Restricted - may only be employed for the purpose agreed with the donator. 

Restrictions are typically applied when we receive a grant, for example a grant for 
specific buildings works. 

Tom Gordon, Treasurer       October 2020 

Sharing 
ECO CHURCH  from Paul Simon 
 
Developed by the charity A Rocha UK, Eco-church is an award scheme for churches in 
England and Wales who want to demonstrate that they care for God’s Earth. 
Churches complete a unique online survey about how your church operates in 
different areas of its life and work. Your answers will collect points towards an Eco 
Church award. 
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The Survey takes you through five areas of church life: 
 Worship & Training 
 Buildings 
 Land Management 
 Community & Global Engagement 
 Lifestyle 

There are free, Eco Church resources which will give lots of support and advice about 
how to make the changes you church needs to become an Eco-Church. The award 
has three levels- Bronze, Silver and Gold- and you will receive a certificate and 
(optional) plaque from A Rocha UK. The survey takes about 20 minutes to fill in- but 
the amount of work your church does to qualify for an award and the time that takes 
is up to you! Taking part in Eco Church is absolutely free! 
Visit the Eco-Church Website here: https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/  
Please do not hesitate to contact the URC Eastern Synod Green Advocate who is 
happy to provide any further information or support your church may need. 
 
ECO TIPS from Paul Simon 
 
Avoid using single use disposable masks, gloves and wipes. Disposable masks, 
gloves and wipes contain plastics which pollute water and harms wildlife who eat 
them or become entangled in them. Some of these plastics can’t be recycled, and 
waste centres can’t separate the components, so most throwaway plastic masks put 
in household waste will end up in landfill or incinerators and there has also been a 
considerable increase in the numbers left as litter in streets. Moreover, disposable 
gloves do not provide any benefit in preventing the spread of the virus and could 
actually spread it more, it is better to just wash your hands and don’t touch your 
face. Reusable fabric masks are perfectly adequate for general use and there are eco-
friendly masks available made from second hand or recycled material or alternatively 
you could make your own.  When washing your reusable mask- and you should do so 
after every use, it is ok to use a lower temperature to save on energy as it is the use 
of detergent which is important (there are also environmentally friendly detergents 
available). 
Continue to use video conferencing. It is hard to compare the value in meeting in 
person to meeting over the internet; the joy of being able to see someone in person, 
being able to read each other’s body language and even at some point sharing a 
handshake or a hug. For those who have been connecting with churches, workplaces, 
family and friends digitally, you might like to know that the current estimate of 
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emitted is 1- 6 grams per hour you spend in video calls. 5km 
(perhaps a return journey to church for some) in a petrol car emits on average 640 
grams. That puts video conferencing at about 100 times more efficient. So, perhaps 
when we meet in person, are there times when a video call would be better to 
protects God’s Creation?  
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Greening your home this Autumn. With 40% of UK emissions coming from 
households, our homes have an important part to play in meeting the UK’s 2030 
emissions reduction targets. As temperatures drop in an increasingly warming world, 
you can help to tackle climate change and reduce your heating bill by testing how 
draughty or leaky your home is. Find the gaps that let the cold air in and warm air 
out (think keyholes, letterboxes, gaps around the edges or bottoms of windows and 
doors, loft hatches, floorboards etc.). 
Homes are really important, and God calls us to play our part in giving nature a home 
too. Is your garden lacking a bird feeder ahead of the long winter months when it’s 
particularly hard for wildlife to source food? Could your balcony or windowsill do 
with some plant life? How about installing a bird box or hedgehog highway? (Though 
in the latter case, do make sure the neighbours are happy for you to make a small 
tunnel/hole in your shared fence!) 
Eat locally and seasonally. During lockdown, particularly initially with fears of food 
shortages, it was very tempting to buy whatever was available during our limited 
supermarket shops. But when restrictions ease, it’s more important than ever to 
support local initiatives and growers. Can you consider what locally grown foods you 
can add (back) to your diet/shopping list? It’s worth remembering that produce 
grown locally is picked at the peak of its ripeness (versus being harvested too early in 
order to be shipped and distributed to your local supermarket). Produce at ‘peak 
ripeness’ will be full of flavour and taste better than the produce that has been 
imported and travelled thousands of miles. By buying locally grown food, you are 
helping to maintain green and/or open space in your community, and invest into the 
local economy. Taste for yourself the benefits of seasonal and local food! 
Reducing waste at Christmas.  Plan your festive gifts well - for your pocket and for 
the planet! Get creative with home-made crafts or food or invest in something that 
helps someone else enjoy nature. If you’re really trying to cut back from shop-bought 
stuff, why not offer to do something nice for someone? Going further - agree to a 
‘No Unnecessary Presents Pact’ or send your Christmas cards online rather than by 
post or have a communal church card.  More waste ends up in landfill over Christmas 
than during the rest of the year, so why not cut down on food or decorations or try 
buying recycled/recyclable wrapping paper or crackers. 
 
 

AND FINALLY  ……           ..  “DID YOU KNOW?” 
 
Babergh District may have the highest number of Covid-19 cases in Suffolk, 
but did you know that Babergh or rather the former Samford Rural District 
was the last place in England to have on outbreak of the Plague and that was 
only in 1918.  Goggle ‘plague suffolk’ to find out more. 
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HADLEIGH - CARE IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

ORGANISATION TEL ISSUE 
AA 
National Line 

01206 298724 
0845 769755 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

Disability Bureau 231270 Local Support and Claims 
Leading Lives 07860798362 Support for Learning disability 
Wednesday Lunch Club 01473 823719 Lunches 
Friday Lunch Club 01473 808835 Lunches 
Samaritans 
National Line  

01473 287727 
08457 909090 

Life support concerns 

Sue Ryder 01787 314200 Hospice/Synergy Cafe 
Hadleigh DAA 07979189081 Local dementia support  
Alzheimer’s Society 0300 222 1122 National Helpline 
Benefit Enquiry Line 0800 882 200 Direct Gov UK 
Age UK 0800 1696565 Support, advice 
Frank National Line 0800 77 66 00 Info about drugs 
Parentline  0808 800 2222 Parenting Issues 
Domestic Violence  0808 2000 247 Women’s Aid 
Police Suffolk 101 Non -Emergency Number 
Sensing Change 01473 260030 Support for independent living 
Hadleigh Health Centre 01473 822961 Health  
NHS 111 111 Non-emergency issues 
Child Helpline 0800 111 Support for children 
NSPCC 0808 8005000 Child neglect 
Waterfield House 01473 829103 Care Home 
Hadleigh Hall Nursing 
Home 

01473 857797 Care Home 

Magdalen House 01473 829411 Care Home 
Canterbury House 0808 1634680 Care Home 
Babergh District Council 0300 1234000 Local issues 

Disability Living All’nce 0845 7123456 Direct Gov UK benefits 
Child Death Helpline 0800 282 986 Support 
Gam Care 0845 6000 133 Gambling Issues 
National Debt Helpline 0808 808 4000 Debt Issues 
Missing People 0500700 700 Missing relative 
Cruse Bereavement 0844 4779400 Bereaved People helpline 
Elder Abuse Helpline  080 8808 8141 Abuse of older people 
MIND     0300 111 

 6000   
Mental Well-being 
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Contacts 

This is our planned Hope for Christmas worship, but COVID-19 restrictions 
may impact the detail.  See inside for more information, for any changes 

see our website www.hadleighurc.org.uk or call an elder. 
 
 

Minister 
Revd Bryn Rickards, 23 Ann Beaumont Way, Hadleigh IP7 6SA 

t: 01473 829197 m: 07510 311900 e: minister@hadleighurc.org.uk 
Elders 

Claire Coster (Church Secretary)  01473 822850  
Sammy Apraku Mensah 01473 823118 
George Barnes  01473 828900 
Jan Dicks 01473 823413 
Ric Lambert 01473 828547  
Barbara Robinson 01473 828352 
Ann Swallow 01473 846013 

 
Treasurer:Tom Gordon, 10 Clopton Gardens 07825 641154 

Newsletter Editor:  nigel_crisp@hotmail.com  01473 822208 
Room Bookings: Ric Lambert admin@hadleighurc.or.uk  07579 044131 


