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GENERAL MINISTRY – Report by Revd Bryn Rickards 

 

“Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” 

(Matthew 28:19-20) 

 

We recently considered in worship the ‘Holy Habit’ of making disciples. And if you 
take that ‘making’ in its most holistic sense – to be both ‘creating’ and ‘developing’ 
disciples, sharing faith and nurturing it – then this is surely central to all that we do, 
not just one element of it. In fact, we organise the ‘business’ of our elders’ meetings 
and church meetings around key ministry pointers so we can see that what we do 
plays into that wider picture. 

So, I thought it would be useful to use those headings as a guide for reviewing the 
ministry of Hadleigh URC Great Meeting with Monks Eleigh over the last year: 

 

GROWING FAITH 

The faith of ‘the baptised’ nurtured and refreshed so that we follow the way of 
Jesus… 

Over the last year our weekly times of gathered worship have centred on the national 
URC’s focus called Walking the Way: Living the Life of Jesus Today and, as part 
of that, the Holy Habits identified in Andrew Roberts’ book. This has given us 
occasion to consider how intentional we are being about fellowship, worship, giving, 
serving, prayer, eating together, biblical teaching and gladness and generosity – and 
how effective our current experience and practice of them are in terms of forming us 
as apprentices of Jesus. 

We’ve only scratched the surface of the Holy Habits, but further suggestions and 
resources have been signposted in the newsletter (e.g. for fellowship and biblical 
teaching). The topic of giving was followed up by information and reflection on our 
local church finances, and the habit of prayer was taken further with the Growing 
Prayer course, which ran for five weeks, giving those that attended a practical space 
to develop their praying. This, in turn, led to the suggestion for a time of prayer and 
fasting for the UK – the Pray4UK ‘day’ of prayer that we ran in January. 

A tool that we’ve been employing to help us consider how faith works itself out in our 
everyday life is This Time Tomorrow – a monthly slot in our Sunday service in 
which a member of the congregation tells us what they’ll be doing this time 
tomorrow, what the joys and challenges are, and how best we can pray for them. 

Another way our faith can be nurtured and renewed is through singing. Over recent 
months we’ve had opportunity to sing many of your favourites (from the survey last 
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year) – in morning worship and during a special Songs of Praise in June. We’ve 
also begun singing psalms from time to time. 

In addition to Sundays, our monthly groups – Vision4Life, Any Questions and 
Lunchtime Bible Study – continue to provide a good forum for fellowship and 
engagement with scripture and theology (see reports within). 

Practising the Holy Habit of eating together comes naturally at Café Church! At 
Great Meeting, we’ve had three occasions to enjoy these more interactive and 
contemporary times of worship – an environment that is designed to be more 
accessible to those who wouldn’t normally go to church. And that brings us to… 

 

SHARING FAITH 

The message of Good News we find in Jesus – expressed in word and deed… 

At the end of 2017, during church meeting, we brainstormed a number of outreach 
ideas. The elders reviewed these and identified priorities. It’s great to see that a 
number of these have been implemented: 

 Witness at Morrison’s/QD – we’ve yet to work out what that might look like on 
Good Friday, but the carol singing at Morrison’s at Christmas has gone 
down well. 

 Large social event that engages the community – the Churches Together 
Caribbean event for the Week of Prayer worked very well in this regard – 
particularly in terms of involving children in a CTiH event (see inside). And in 
Monks Eleigh we organised a wildlife picnic in Maureen’s garden at the end of 
August. 

 Build links with the Old School House – we’ve been able to befriend some 
and offer some practical support – one resident even came to church a 
number of times and joined Alpha for a while before they moved on. 

 Support for the poor – e.g. soup lunch – although we haven’t been able to 
organise a lunch, we have – in consultation with those outside the church and 
those from other churches – been able to bolster our support for FIND and 
help facilitate their deliveries to this area. It was also deeply encouraging to 
see the response to the FIND Christmas appeal. 

 Website overhaul – now accomplished, with simple, colourful, up-to-date 
information 

 Messy Church – we started this once a month in June and have seen a 
number of families come along who previously had no contact with our 
Church (see report). 

In addition to these, The Ark – in collaboration with the Baptist Church – continues 
to be a great way to serve the community and show the love of Christ (report inside). 
A two-day Holiday Club at Easter shared the good news of new life – and some of 
our members helped the summer holiday clubs at St Mary’s and the Baptist Church. 
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And we should also note that church members help the ACC with the running of the 
Lunch Clubs and Memories Café. 

After Easter we were able to run an Alpha course. Although we envisaged this 
primarily as an outreach tool, the half dozen who stuck with it were church goers. 
Despite this, it was a great time of honest sharing and deepening faith – it was the 
‘developing’ aspect of making disciples! 

A very practical way we share faith is through the annual shoebox appeal. Over the 
last year we’ve taken the decision to shift our support for this from Samaritan’s Purse 
to Blythswood as a reflection of our commitment to more holistic outreach. 

 

PASTORAL 

Care of the community of those seeking to follow Christ… 

The wide network of pastoral ministry has continued to be a vital part of who we are 
and what we do: visits to see folk in hospital, taking meals round to those who need 
it, calling in for a cuppa and a chat – and a prayer, lifts given to various places. 

The Pastoral Care Team (Claire Coster, Barbara Dixon, Elizabeth Meeks, Ann 
Swallow) has continued to meet with Bryn about every six weeks. And the wider 
Pastoral Support Group has met once a term, topics including healing and 
wholeness and safeguarding (when we were joined by Nicola Grieves, the Synod’s 
Safeguarding Officer). 

Our pastoral ministry is also expressed through prayer: Pause for Prayer (see 
report) continues to remember all the names in the Blue Folder each week and we 
have been trying to ensure that all those who would like to pray for needs within our 
fellowship can do so through the Prayer Network. 

An exciting part of our common life together is welcoming people into our community 
of faith. Last April we welcomed Leo Rose through baptism and in the course of the 
year we have received Stefanie May, Barbara Robinson and Ric and Angela 
Lambert into membership. 

But we have also had to say goodbye to various folk. We feel the loss of those who 
have died – Carole Bewsher, Mike Meeks, John Bull and Pleione Tooley – but are 
thankful for their faith and witness. In Monks Eleigh, we were saddened by the death 
of Angie Banks – although she was primarily a member of the parish church, she 
was supportive of the chapel and involved in the management of HOME. 

 

WIDER CHURCH 

Our making of disciples within a broader context… 

In Hadleigh and Monks Eleigh we continue to be blessed with good working 
relationships amongst the churches – whether through Churches Together (e.g. the 
Lent course, Praying the Streets, Encounter) or just organically working together 
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(e.g. The Ark, rota of drivers for FIND). We recognise that we’re making disciples for 
the kingdom not for our particular denomination! 

Some of our church members continue to lead and be heavily involved in the Open 
the Book team, which visits schools and tells a Bible story through drama. And over 
the last year, a group called Growing in Years has been formed, a forum for those 
(clergy or lay) who go into nursing homes to meet with each other and the 
management/staff of the homes to better understand our needs and how we might 
work together. 

In terms of the URC, we continue to play our part in the South Suffolk Area 
Partnership and we were glad to receive into Ipswich two new ministers in the 
course of last year – the Revd David Rees for Castle Hill, St John’s, Saxmundham 
and Felixstowe and the Revd Neil Coulson for Christ Church Tacket St (Baptist/URC 
LEP). Bryn was interim moderator for St John’s and covered a number of funerals for 
the two Ipswich URCs while they were in vacancy. 

Bryn was also a representative at the URC’s General Assembly in June and 
George and Chloe Elmer were able to attend the URC’s Youth Assembly in 
January. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

The ‘nuts and bolts’ that need attending to so that we can carry out our mission… 

To support our making of disciples, we need various structures and procedures. As 
mentioned, we’ve been able to revisit our Safeguarding Policy – now re-endorsed; 
we also developed a Data Privacy Policy to meet the requirements of the new 
GDPR legislation. Both of these documents are available on the website (see the 
footer). Dealing with data privacy meant that we contacted those we haven’t seen for 
a while to seek consent for them to remain on our records – and then adjusted our 
congregational list accordingly. 

A significant step forward in the last year has been the employment of a bookings 
administrator. Over the last ten years the use of our premises has gradually 
increased. Although Jan has done an amazing job of overseeing it all, we recognised 
that it would be right to shift the burden of this work to a paid part-time role. So, 
massive thanks go to Jan for all that she has done – not just in terms of the 
practicalities but in terms of her vision for how the community can use the premises 
and her warm and friendly approach to the users. 

We are very grateful to Ronnie, who continues to serve as Church Treasurer. As 
mentioned above, within the framework of Holy Habits, we were able to review the 
income and expenditure of the church – and our own part in that. As we look to the 
future, we seek a way of spreading the burden of this job too. The Property Team 
morphed into the Management Group, with new terms of reference that reflected 
the primary task of monitoring and responding to the maintenance needs of our site. 
Reports on finance and building management are available within. 
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I think looking back like this is a useful and heartening way of seeing how all that we 
are engaged in works towards the grand vision of living out and speaking about the 
love of God revealed in Jesus Christ – and thus fulfilling the call to make disciples. 
So, a big thanks to all of you who have played you part over the last year. God has 
used you in wonderful ways! 

 

PERSONAL 

Finally, I should mention a couple of changes in my own ministry over the last year. 
In the autumn I was ‘signed off’ from EM2 – that’s Education for Ministry Phase 2, 
three years of ongoing training and supervision after finishing college (EM1). That 
puts me, needless to say, into EM3, the third, less structured and lifelong learning 
phase of learning and development for Ministers. 

Over the course of the year, with prayer and in consultation with others, I have taken 
the decision – with approval from the Synod Moderator and our church elders – to 
reduce to a 75% stipend and pursue graphic design work in the 25%. Thank you for 
your support in this. As mentioned at December Church Meeting, it doesn’t actually 
change the amount of my time/ministry that is allocated to Hadleigh and Monks 
Eleigh (it has always been 75%, with Sudbury, and latterly the Area Partnership, 
receiving the 25%). So, I look forward to continuing to serve you in the months and 
years ahead – let’s go and make disciples together! 
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ANY QUESTIONS? DISCUSSION GROUP – report by Jan Dicks 

The day and the venue have changed but a group of eight or nine of us continue to 
meet monthly to explore questions of faith in an open, honest and non-judgemental 
atmosphere.  

We now normally meet on the third Monday afternoon of the month in Barbara’s cosy 
sitting room and are looking at articles called “One Question, Four Answers” which 
appear regularly in the URC magazine “Reform”. For example, in November we 
considered “Is it antisemitic to criticise Israel?” and in January, “What is the Christian 
story?” 

Our group is open to everyone who would like the opportunity to ask questions even 
though we can’t promise any answers! We feel able to be totally open with each 
other secure in the knowledge that we will be listened to and not judged. We also 
value the opportunity to learn from each other and hopefully deepen our faith. If you 
are interested, please speak to Jan or Wendy. You would be most welcome.  

 

 

 

 

LUNCHTIME STUDY GROUP - report by Barbara Dixon 
  
We meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 2 Queens Row at 12 noon.   We 
bring our own sandwiches or snack and drinks are supplied.    
 
Our meeting on 31st January (we used to meet on the last Wednesday of the month 
but it was found more convenient to move to the first Wednesday later in the year) 
we used the Good Book guide “Meeting Jesus Women of faith from the New 
Testament.” We had a lot of discussion about being Martha or Mary and tried to 
decide what we ourselves were. 
 
The story about the perseverance of the Canaanite woman, how she sought Jesus 
for healing and the conversation she had with him we realised that Jesus came not 
just to preach the “good news” to Israel that God’s mercy is so abundant that there is 
plenty for the Gentiles.    
 
We went on to study some of Paul’s journeys in Acts causing much discussion 
amongst us.  
 
Please feel free to come and join us. 
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VISION4LIFE – report by Wendy Atkins   

 
Vision4Life had a very full year in spite of the cancellation for snow in March.  Our 
thorough study of the Gospel according to Mark was completed in April.  As a break 
from routine we then invited David Atkins to tell us about Symbolism in the Church. 
 
The new course lasting the rest of the year offered a challenge to each member to 
choose a bible character to introduce to the rest of the group.  At its simplest all that 
was needed was a short bible reading and a brief word of introduction.   
 
Several members went further and gave us detailed biographies and opportunities 
for discussion.  Particularly memorable was Joseph the husband of 
Mary, the restoration of Jezebel and the less well known story of Sampson.  Few 
members had encountered Bezelel and Oholiab the multi-talented adorners of the 
Ark of the Tabernacle.  Consideration of our own talents led to a very searching 
questionnaire undertaken in November. 
 
Review of previous meetings and plans for the future, plus a bible quiz brought this 
series to a close.  We now embark on consideration of The Jesus Shaped 
Church which was introduced via magazine articles in 2018. This adventure in 
discipleship will complement previous material offered to the church on Walking the 
Way. 
 
Our meetings are well attended.  It is always disappointing if other church events are 
allowed to clash with our regular meeting time of 7.30pm on the first Thursday 
evening of each month.  We always remember friends in need at our meetings, 
which begin and end with a word of prayer or reflection. 
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JUNIOR CHURCH – report by Karen Harman 

This year has been an exciting year for Junior Church. With Messy church as part of 
our worship cycle we have begun to involve new families. 

As well as our regular Sunday sessions the young people have raised money for 
Build Africa, led Christmas worship, held a Christmas party, been bowling and 
explored Maureen Morris’s beautiful spiritual garden in Monks Eleigh. Bryn has led 
the older children in several sessions this year and is planning to work with them all 
throughout 2019 too. 

We start our Sunday sessions all together for shared fellowship and news then a 
variety of activities on the theme of the week are set up. This year we have explored 
themes through cookery, craft, bible studies, clay, drama, art and films. And of 
course Lego! 

Our young people have helped in many ways in church this year too, working the 
projector, helping on the door and making the posies for Mothering Sunday. And the 
older ones are very supportive of the younger ones too. We are blessed to have a 
lovely group of children and young people to work with and are grateful to the 
parents who work alongside us with the children.  

 

 

 

 

BUILD AFRICA – report by Hilary Crisp 

The Build Africa charity support children & families in remote parts of Kenya & 
Uganda. They help provide & enable many opportunities, enriching lives by 
supporting communities to become self-sufficient.  This includes the building of 
schools, providing water & toilet facilities, teacher training, health education, setting 
up of village savings & loans associations assisting families to provide for 
themselves by running their own business. 

Last year a cheque for £125 was sent to Build Africa. The monies were mostly raised 
from an afternoon tea where the Junior Church children served refreshments. The 
visitors commented on how lovely it was to have time with the children & how polite 
they were. Well done Junior Church, all your efforts will help towards breaking, 
children & families out of the cycle of poverty. Thank you. 

Check out Build Africa’s website, www.build-africa.org to see for yourself how lives 
are transformed. 
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THE ARK – report by Lilly Rickards 

It has been another successful year at The Ark toddler group which we run in 
partnership with Hadleigh Baptist Church. The group has continued to be very well 
attended by local Mums/Dads/carers and their children as well as some from further 
afield who have heard positive things about the group and have made the journey to 
be part of it. We praise God for this! It is His love and presence that make all the 
difference and make The Ark stand out among other similar ventures. 

As many of you know, after 3 years of running The Ark alongside Lorna Todd, I have 
had to say goodbye due to my new job. This has meant that the leadership and 
week-to-week preparations have fallen on Lorna now. George Barnes , Bryn and 
David Cammack are still dedicated to continuing their support to the group, and this 
means that it remains a mutual venture with the Baptists. I do hope that our church 
can keep supporting the ministry by continuing to provide each half term the much 
appreciated bakes! 

Please continue to hold The Ark in your prayers and don’t hesitate to stop by on a 
Friday morning and witness what this ministry means to so many. 
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MESSY CHURCH – report by Lilly Rickards 

We began our monthly Messy Church sessions last June. With a theme for each 
session, we have covered topics like Journeys (with Moses), God’s love (with 
Prodigal Son), Harvest ‘miracles’, big decisions (Adam and Eve!), Christingle, and 
the fresh start that Jesus offers (calling of first disciples).  

We have had several new families come and enjoy the 2-hour sessions, where they 
hear a story from the Bible, experience prayer, join in worship songs, play games, do 
crafts and share a meal together. As you can see, this is a vital outreach ministry. 
We are very grateful for the team who enable it all to happen each month. 

Please can I ask that you continue to pray for Messy Church, the families who attend 
it and the team who run it every month. Please can you also consider if you might be 
able to join the team (even bimonthly) and help by spending time talking to people or 
serving in the kitchen. 

I cannot overstate the importance of this ministry – for the families who attend, this 
may be the only place where they hear about Jesus and get to experience church. 
As ever, we rely on God’s presence to touch hearts and meet people as they enter 
through our doors. 

 
 

 

 

 

SHOEBOX – report by Hilary Crisp 

In 2018 we had 2 shoebox filling sessions in our church for Samaritan’s Purse, 
Operation Christmas Child campaign.  Together we completed over 100 boxes for 
needy children with donated items. So many people help in so many different ways 
with this outreach project, we thank everyone for their support.  On November 4th we 
held our shoebox service, individuals & families brought in their completed 
shoeboxes, 147 boxes were blessed. These were taken to the St Johns church 
depot in Cauldwell Hall Road. 

After many, many years of supporting Samaritan’s Purse shoebox system we have 
felt led to work with a smaller charity, so have actively sought this out. After 
discussions, Karen, one of our church elder’s & myself took a visit to Blythswood 
Care charity’s sorting station in Norwich. Bryn is familiar with this charity form his last 
church. Our Church meeting in December agreed that we move to Blythswood Care 
which is also Christian based. 

Their website is www.blythswood.org  
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OPEN THE BOOK – report by Hilary Crisp 

The ‘Hadleigh Open the book’ team, is a volunteer group of folk from St Mary’s 
church & our own church. We are registered with the Bible Society & feel passionate 
to reach out to the children in local primary schools.  At present we attend Stoke by 
Nayland & Hadleigh Community Primary School.  We’re seen telling drama Bible 
stories, dressed up in various old curtains & tea towels, assisted by our homemade 
props, to 600 plus school children.  At each monthly session we have a short 
introduction before the dramatized story. Some children join the team with acting & 
the rest of the school children have actions/sounds/words to join in with, so each 
child is adding something of themselves into the session. We finish our visit with a 
time of reflection & prayer which is usually followed by singing a song related to the 
story. 

With such a good summer in 2018 we had the golden opportunity to have some 
‘open air’ sessions outside, this gave another dimension to our stories, the children 
loved it & we didn’t lose a single woolly sheep! 

‘Open the Book’ aims are to, present the Bible in primary schools in an accessible & 
enjoyable way, enabling the children to engage imaginatively with the text. It helps 
primary schools meet statutory collective worship obligations, it contributes to 
children’s religious, spiritual & moral education & also encourages links between 
local schools & churches 

If you feel led or interested in this ministry, we would be happy to have you join our 
team. More help would be very welcome. Contact Hilary 822208 

For more detailed information go to www.biblesociety.org.uk  

 

 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HADLEIGH (CTiH) – report by David Atkins 

2018 has been an interesting and encouraging year for CTiH. It is committed, 
wherever possible, not to undertake separately what we can do together in the areas 
of learning, worship and community activity. The membership embraces the 
Benefices of Hadleigh, Elmsett & Raydon, together with Elmsett Methodist Church, 
St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church, Hadleigh Salvation Army and the United 
Reformed Church. There is a planning group that meets monthly with representation 
from all the churches.  

We were saddened during the year by the death of John Rye – a long standing 
supporter of CTiH and our secretary for several years 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January usually begins the annual cycle. 
But in 2018 we strayed from the norm by holding the celebration in June. The 
Week’s reflections are prepared by a different country every year and in 2018 
reflections came from Churches in the Caribbean.  
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June seemed a better time to reflect this and so it proved – more daylight and better 
weather. It was launched by a Pulpit Exchange and Songs of Praise in St Marys, 
with music from the Boxted Methodist Silver Band and an address by Ken 
Donaldson from the Talitha Koum Refuge. The Week concluded with a United 
Service at which the speaker was Rev’d David Cornick, General Secretary of 
Churches Together in England.  
 
During the week other events were held in the URC, Salvation Army, St Joseph’s, 
The Row Chapel and Elmsett Methodist Church. A particularly memorable event was 
held on the Saturday at the URC with a Steel Band, Caribbean barbecue, Limbo 
Dancing and a Tropical shirt competition. In 2019 The Week will again be held in 
June as it is being prepared by the Churches in Indonesia and somehow June 
seemed more appropriate. We are not alone in doing this as there are some hundred 
places in the country where this happens. In 2019 there will be a service in January 
at Elmsett Methodist Church to mark the International Week. 
 
There were joint services held at various times of the year – A Walk of Witness on 
Good Friday and an Advent Service at the Salvation Army  

A service was held in early May to promote Christian Aid Week. Events in support of 
the Week included a Big Breakfast at St Mary’s, a Soup lunch at the URC and a 
street collection at the Coop. The theme of the Lent York study course was “On the 
Third Day” with sessions held at the Salvation Army Hall.  

On a Saturday before Christmas we were again expecting to sing carols in the Co-op 
– but a mix up at head office meant we sang outside Partridges with gusto and great 
acclaim. In 2019 we have been promised that we shall be back in the warm! We 
were, however, able to sing carols at Morrisons. 

There are 3 notable ecumenical activities that come under the CTiH umbrella. The 
Encounter group offers times of spiritual reflection several times a year. The silent 
prayer group does exactly what it says on the tin every Tuesday at the Salvation 
Army.  A group continues to take, “Open the Book” into two primary schools on a 
monthly basis. In addition 2 Pancake Parties were held on Shrove Tuesday 
preceded by a Procession from the Row Chapel. The local Charities for 2017/18 are 
Talitha Koum and the Ipswich Winter Night Shelter. 

Praying the Streets of Hadleigh has continued. The cards are distributed on a 
monthly cycle by St Mary’s, URC, St.Joseph’s and Hadleigh Baptist Church  

All these occasions give Christians from different traditions opportunities to get to 
know each other, to learn from each other and grow together in a common faith even 
if it is expressed in differing ways. Don’t leave it to others – be part of it – you may 
surprise yourself! 

 

 

 

 


