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Light a candle 

 

Welcome and Opening Prayers. 

 

This new day you give to us 
From your great eternity 
This new day now enfold 

Us in your loving hold 
 

You are the star of the morn 
You are the day newly born 
You are the light of our night 

You are the Saviour by your might 
 

God be in us this day 
God ever with us stay 

God be in the night 
Keep us by your light 
God be in our hearts 

God abide, never depart. Amen 
 

Music; 

Jesus is king and I will extol him 
Give Him the glory, and honour His name 

He reigns on high, enthroned in the heavens 
Word of the Father, exalted for us 

 
We have a hope that is steadfast and certain 

Gone through the curtain and touching the throne 
We have a Priest who is there interceding 
Pouring His grace on our lives day by day 

 
We come to Him, our Priest and Apostle 

Clothed in His glory and bearing His name 
Laying our lives with gladness before Him 
Filled with His Spirit we worship the King 

 
Holy One, our hearts do adore You 

Thrilled with Your goodness we give You our praise 
Angels in light with worship surround Him 

Jesus, our Saviour, forever the same 
 

A prayer of Confession 

We come today aware of all our short comings and failings seeking God’s forgiveness 
A moment to be still and call to mind those things for which we need forgiveness…. 

 



Jesus Saviour to us all 
Give us forgiveness as we call 
Help us to forget the evil past 
Give to us a hope that will last 

From wicked ways may we abstain 
Avoid the deeds that give you pain. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Reading: Romans 8.32-39 

 

Reflection 

God’s Love in Christ Jesus 

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? 
It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us.[w] 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord 

 

Jane and I were talking the other day about feelings.   

“I don’t know” I hear you say “married nearly a year and still talking about feelings, whatever next”!  

Or worse “Talking about feelings, are you meant to do that?” 

More seriously we were talking about how we felt against the background of the ongoing Covid 19 
pandemic…. how in both of us, to a greater or lesser extent there was an underlying anxiety, and a 
weariness with it all. Lack of certainty, concerns over the health risks, the inability to plan ahead and 
concern about, and isolation from loved ones was colouring how we felt …. not totally but always in 
the background. I suspect many of us have similar feelings. 

With those feelings in mind I turned my mind to today and what should be the theme…. thankfully God 
through his Holy Spirit pointed me to Paul’s letter to the Romans., and particularly to the last part of 
Chapter 8.. verse 31-39. 

These words are some of the most lyrical that Paul ever wrote and I want to spend just a few minutes 
sharing them together, because I believe they are words of profound encouragement to all who face 
challenges in this age just as they were to the Roman Christians nearly 2000 years ago. They are 
Gospel words for a Gospel people. 

At the heart of this passage are 5 questions ….. I want to spend a moment on each. They are not 
random questions they go right to the very heart of our faith. 

 

 



 If God is for us, who is against us?  

 

In these difficult days I think that all too often we can think everything and everyone. 

Worries about Covid, the Economy, the Environment, our families and loved ones all assail us…. 
Enemies without , enemies within.  One Biblical writer said 

“ Under calamity the whole universe seems to be against us” 

I think for many this is how it seems……. Especially those who have lost loved ones…. 

Although this is posed as a question by Paul the answer lies within it…. 

The little word IF surprisingly makes this clear. As Christians we know that God is for us…. Jesus was 
God’s Yes to us, even if we would all too often say no to him, by our words, thoughts and deeds. God 
is for us and whatever we face we rest in God’s hands. 

He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 
give us everything else?  

Do we sometimes doubt God?  Of course we do. Do we sometimes wonder at why things are as they 
are? Of course. Do we sometimes doubt that God’s intentions are good and just? In many a dark time 
, of course we do….. 

Paul knew suffering and deprivation and persecution and first hand so he wants the Roman Christians 
to know that God’s intention for them and NOW US  is the very best. How does he achieve this? He 
points his readers to the Cross.  

We can be sure of God’s love because he gave up everything for us….  Just as Abraham was willing 
to give up Isaac, so God was willing to give up his very self in the form of Jesus. He is the guarantee 
that God want the very best for us, because he gave the very best to us. 

One commentator wrote   “ Who deliverd up Jesus to die? Not Judas for money; not Pilate for fear ; 
nor the Jews for Envy;- but the Father for love” 

 

The cross is the certain guarantee of the continuing, unfailing generosity of God to human kind. 

 

Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 

 

Whatever we feel that others think about us, whatever we accuse ourselves of, lack of faith, lack of 
humility, generosity, love, we stand not as condemned people but forgiven people. We are chosen by 
God, forgiven by God …justified by God. Not by our human endeavour but by the blood of the lamb…. 

(ONLY BY GRACE) 

Whatever criticism comes, God’s love is there first. 

Listen to these words form Isaiah, words which I suspect would have been very familiar to Paul, 

The Lord God helps me; 
    therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8     he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
    Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 



    Let them confront me. 
9 It is the Lord God who helps me; 
    who will declare me guilty? 

 

34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 

I suspect all of us have a view on how we are perceived by others.  There will be some I am sure in all 
our lives who would condemn all that we are and all that we stand for. 

But God doesn’t! 

 The Sin that separates us form God, he takes upon himself on the cross. 

 The death that we all fear, is redeemed by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Just as he was raised 
to life by God the Father, so in God’s time will we be. 

 Jesus crucified, risen, ascended and glorified now continues his work for us, in that he prays for us 
within the very heart of God. He is our advocate….He intercedes for us…. Imagine Jesus praying 
for you…. 

 

So there is no condemnation to fear in this world and the world to come for in Christ we are made one 
with God. 

And so we come to Pauls last question….. 

 

35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 

Paul has quite a list, drawn I suspect from his own experience; 

Hardship,  

Distress 

Persecution 

Famine 

Nakedness 

Peril, 

Sword?  As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

And then He answers his question and so wonderfully  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Nothing can separate from the love of God……in this world, in the Spiritual world, in what’s past or in 
what’s to come. 

We are in Christ, held in his love, cleansed by his blood, and redeemed by his sacrifice made once for 
all upon the cross….whatever we feel now or the future  God’s love forgiveness and redemption is 
assured and certain. Amen 

 



He is exalted 
The King is exalted on high 

And I will praise Him 
 

He is exalted 
Forever exalted 

And I will praise His Name 

He is the Lord 
Forever His truth shall reign 

Heaven and earth 
Rejoice in His holy Name 

He is exalted the King is exalted on high 
 

Prayers Proper 25 Response; Lord of Grace and glory  Lead us to hope from despair 

Chorus 
 

Send me out from here, Lord, 
To serve a world in need. 

May I know no man by the coat he wears, 
But the heart that Jesus sees. 
And may the light of Your face 

Shine upon me, Lord. 
You have filled my heart with the greatest joy, 

And my cup is overflowing. 
 

'Go now, and carry the news 
To all creation, every race and tongue. 

Take no purse with you, 
Take nothing to eat 

For He will supply your needs.' 
 

'Go now, bearing the light, 
Living for others, 

Fearlessly walking into the night; 
Take no thought for your lives, 

Like lambs among wolves, 
Full of the Spirit, ready to die 

 
Send me out from here, Lord, 

To serve a world in need. 
May I know no man by the coat he wears, 

But the heart that Jesus sees. 
And may the light of Your face 

Shine upon me, Lord. 
You have filled my heart with the greatest joy, 

And my cup is overflowing with joy. 
 

Final Words and Blessing 

Merciful God, teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, that trusting in 
your word and obeying your will we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our 

Lord and Saviour ...  Amen 

And may the Blessing of God, Father Son and Holy Spirit rest upon us, upon those for who we 
are concerned and upon those for who we pray. Amen 


