
HURC Midweek Service – 19th August 2020 (led by Claire Coster) 

 

Good morning and welcome to our service within this time of prayer. 

We will begin by listening to the music and reading in our heads the words of one of 
the hymns from Sunday’s service. 

Music and words to As we are gathered Jesus is here 

 

Let us pray: 

We thank you Jesus that you are with us as we come together to pray, to listen to 
words from the Bible and to reflect on our relationship with you and each other. 

Thank you for the past week: 

for times when we have enjoyed your wonderful creation, 

seeing beauty around us in flowers and the ripening tomatoes 

when we have tasted your goodness to us in the food we have eaten, 

the smells that have delighted our senses, 

sounds of birds, wind, thunder, rain drumming down and maybe the waves lapping 
against the sand. 

We confess that we have not always treated the world with the respect and 
reverence which it deserves and ask for your forgiveness. 

If we confess our sins, 

God who is faithful and just, 

Will forgive our sins  

And cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins. 

SILENCE 

God of truth and love 

be merciful to us, 

as we claim your promised forgiveness  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Reading John 15: 1- 17 The Vine and the Branches 



John 15:15 

Jesus said, “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 
from my Father I have made known to you.” 

On Sunday Bryn talked about being united and unity in the Church. In John’s Gospel 
we have just read Jesus’ words about how we need to be connected to him to be 
united and bear fruit. This unity with Christ means that we are able to have a 
relationship with God and know Him because Jesus told us about God. The 
relationship moves on from servant to master where the servant only knows what the 
Master tells him and has no independence to act, to a relationship of friendship. 
Jesus takes his friends into his confidence and had let his disciples know as much as 
they were able to absorb of the Father’s plan, the revelation was not yet complete. 
The Spirit would make other things known in due course. 

How is your friendship and relationship with Jesus today? 

Do you spend time getting to know him, listening and talking, building the 
relationship and living your life as someone who is connected to Jesus, the living 
vine? 

During the last few weeks I have spent quite a lot of time thinking about friendships I 
have made during my teaching career. I have been very privileged to have taught 
alongside some amazing people and I have made life long friends. These friends 
have laughed with me, shared frustrations of not being able to solve problems for the 
children in our schools, helped, supported and encouraged me and enriched my life 
and the pupils and parents in our school community too. I remember Gill who was so 
creative and always put the needs of the children in her class first. If you were 
struggling with something she would pop by with some flowers to cheer you up. My 
friend Karen is always so organised and methodical and was such a wonderful 
example of a reception teacher, understanding the needs of the children in her care 
and organising their next steps. I taught with Val for 12 years at Arborfield and she 
always worked so hard as a teacher but also looking after the children with special 
educational needs. What made these teachers great was their dedication and also 
their desire to be the advocate for those not able to speak for themselves.  

And don’t we need advocates today to speak up for those who are in need and 
vulnerable in 2020? 

My Bible reading notes at the moment are from Proverbs. On Monday the 
subheading was  

Be a friend to get a friend 

A perverse person stirs up conflict and a gossip separates close friends… 

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity. 

 



One of Proverbs’ many themes is friendship. Friendship is not simple commanded or 
commended as a way of life; its fundamental importance is indicated in the way that 
instructions are given on how to be a good friend. To be a good friend you have to 
be discreet and not stir up trouble. You have to be dependable when things are 
difficult. You have to give your heart to the relationship and not be superficial. You 
have to be honest about your sins and not try to hide them. 

 

According to Proverbs, friendships don’t simply happen, they need work and 
application. Learning how to be a friend to others is a good skill for modern day 
living, because it involves making relationships where other connections might have 
been lost- families may have moved away and people left isolated and alone. For 
some friendships will be made online; for others friendship making will be with 
people in the local community. It is easy to assume that everyone else has plenty of 
friends whereas they may be glad for some contact with you. One of the positives to 
come out of lockdown was how much support we received from our friends. Our 
school staff created a What’s App group where we could send each other messages 
of encouragement and also things to make us laugh. I had another group where 
people shared concerns for prayer and shared prayers and Bible texts with each 
other. Then there were the phone calls which helped us to feel connected and 
strengthened our fellowship with each other. 

Friendships are the opposite of taking people for granted. Friendship making is 
important, because it means thinking beyond yourself.  

C.S. Lewis wrote that ‘lovers are normally face -to-face, absorbed in each other; 
friends are side by side, absorbed in some common interest.’ 

 

Music and words to Brother, Sister, Let me serve you 

 

Now we come to a time of prayer: 

Think about a friend.  

See this person clearly. 

Bring to mind a happy time the two of you shared.  

Enjoy reliving that moment. 

SILENCE 

 

 

 

 



Here is my friend O God. 

Thank you for … 

Thank you for all we share together. 

Thank you for the bond of love between us. 

Thank you for our trust in each other. 

Thank you for our friendship. 

He/she has enriched my life. So many times, I have trusted my friend to take my 
concerns, to listen to my worries, to hear my joys and my sorrows. And I have done 
the same for her/him. 

 

Gracious God, I pray that you will reach out your hand and bless … 

Touch them with your loving kindness. 

Fill their heart with your light, joy and peace. 

Wrap your love around … 

Let them know that they are truly loved, not just by me but also by you. 

 

As I pray for my friend, I realise that my closeness with them is just a shadow 
compared to the closeness I have with you. 

You are always there, 

always waiting, 

always ready, 

always willing, 

always available. 

Help me to be the same kind of friend to … 

Help me to be waiting, ready, willing and available. 

Open my ears so that I can listen with your loving attention; 

give me the words to speak so that they can hear your words of love; 

keep me in your perfect will so that all I say and do with my friend reflects you. 

 

As you think about your friend, continue to think about the friendship you have with 
Jesus and realise that your friendship with Jesus is a model for your friendship with 
this person. 



We remember our friends in the town who live on Gallows Hill, Brunskill Place, 
Bridge Street and Corks Lane. 

We pray for those named in our blue prayer book. 

 

We pray for the people of Beirut who have lost family and friends, who were injured 
or who have lost their home or livelihood following the terrible explosion. 

 

We pray for any we know who are in special need at this time. 

 

Let us finish our time of prayer by saying the Lord’s Prayer together. 

 

 

 

 

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 

The rains soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

Amen. 

 

Music and words – What a friend we have in Jesus. 

 

 


